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04 April 2013

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: DRAFT minutes for the 04 April 2013 FFDRWG meeting.  

The meeting was held in NWP RDP HDC 8th Floor Meeting Room, Portland OR.  In attendance:

	Last
	First
	Agency
	Office/Mobile
	Email

	Ament
	Jeff
	USACE-NWP
	
	

	Baus
	Doug
	USACE-RCC
	503-808-3995
	Douglas.M.Baus@usace.army.mil

	Bettin
	Scott
	BPA
	
	swbettin@bpa.gov

	Bissel
	Brian
	NWP-BON
	
	

	Ebner
	Laurie
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4880
	Laurie.l.ebner@usace.army.mil

	Filan
	Ben
	USACE-NWP
	
	benjamin.j.filan@usace.army.mil

	Fredricks
	Gary
	NOAA
	503-231-6855
	Gary.fredricks@noaa.gov

	Henrie
	Gary
	USACE-NWP
	
	

	Hevlin
	Bill
	NOAA
	
	

	Keller
	Paul
	NWP-TDA
	
	

	Kiefer
	Russ
	IDFG
	
	

	Lee
	Randy
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4876
	Randall.t.lee@usace.army.mil

	Lorz
	Tom
	CRITFC
	503-238-3574
	lort@critfc.org

	Lut
	Agnes
	BPA
	
	

	Mackey
	Tammy
	USACE-NWP
	503-961-5733
	Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil

	Medina
	George
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4753
	George.J.Medina@usace.army.mil

	Meyer
	Ed
	NOAA
	503-230-5411
	Ed.meyer@noaa.gov

	Peterson
	Christine
	BPA
	
	

	Philips
	Marie
	USACE-NWP
	
	

	Ploskey
	Gene
	PNNL
	
	

	Rerecich
	Jon
	USACE-BON
	541-374-7984
	Jonathan.g.rerecich@usace.army.mil

	Richards
	Natalie
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4755
	Natalie.A.Richards@usace.army.mil

	Schlenker
	Steve
	USACE-NWP
	808-503-4881
	Stephen.j.schlenker@usace.army.mil

	Schneider
	Carolyn
	USACE-NWP
	
	carolyn.b.schneider@usace.army.mil

	Skidmore
	John
	BPA
	
	

	Stricklin
	Eric
	USACE-NWP
	
	

	Studebaker
	Cindy
	USACE-NWP
	
	

	Traylor
	Andy
	NWP-BON
	541-374-4020
	Andrew.w.traylor@usace.army.mil

	Warf
	Don
	PITAGIS
	
	Dwarf@psmfc.org


Bettin, Hevlin, Keller, Kiefer, Lut, Meyer, Peterson, Philips, Ploskey, Skidmore, Warf called in.  

1. Final Actions or recommendations from the 04 April 2013 NWP FFDRWG.

1.1.   BON TRD biological testing.  Spring Creek fish are scheduled to be released starting 8 April.  
2. Action Items from 07 February 2013.

· BON FGE.  ACTION: Rerecich will send the 90% document and the rest of the documents back out to FFDRWG.  STATUS: completed on 12February.
· BON AFF.  ACTION:  Rerecich will set up a field trip to see the AFF and the improvements.  STATUS: completed.
· BON B2CC.  ACTION: Eppard will look into the CRFM v O&M funding issue regarding the wear and tear of the B2CC concrete.  STATUS: carried over to the next meeting.
· BON Fish Unit trashrake.  ACTION: Filan and the PDT will summarize the current status and present at the April FFDRWG.  STATUS: to be discussed later in the agenda.
· JDA North ladder improvements.  ACTION: Tackley and N. Richards will coordinate the walk through date.  STATUS: A walk through was conducted.  There was concern about whether or not the gratings were essentially bolted down.  The structural Engineer provided information that they are.

3. Action Items from 04 April 2013.

· BON B2CC.  ACTION: Eppard will look into the CRFM v O&M funding issue regarding the wear and tear of the B2CC concrete.
· BON AFF Mods.  ACTION: The AFF Mods PDT will take more velocity measurements.
· BON AFF Mods.  ACTION: Fredricks requested the orange chute be re-lined with new rubber.  Traylor said BON will take care of that. The opening at the upstream end of the brail pool needs to be covered as well.
· Lamprey Minor Fishway Modifications PDT.  ACTION: add BON Fisheries Andy Traylor to the PDT.  

4. Bonneville Spillway Stilling Basin.  Ebner reported all repairs are completed in the stilling basin and the spillway is ready for spill season.  A survey will be conducted after spill season.  Fredricks asked about rocks.  Ebner said there are things that could be done to minimize rock movement.  Fredricks requested this item remain on the agenda for further discussion.
5. Bonneville Adult Fish Facility Mods. Ament provided a handout.  Improvements were made but the velocities did not decrease.  Schlenker suggested installing solid plating over the floor of the brail pool exit area and installing a baffle to push the jet down as it comes in over the concrete shelf.  These actions should decrease the velocities in the brail pool exit.  Schlenker and Fredricks further discussed the potential expansion and velocities of flows as these mods are made.  Schlenker utilized the white board and created a drawing of the proposed mods and the expected estimated velocities.  Schlenker doesn’t expect any rollers at the brail pool exit.  The plan is to get the mods completed the week of 7 April.  ACTION: The AFF Mods PDT will take more velocity measurements.  If these mods do not work, there will be more time for more involved modifications next winter.  Ament reported the observation boxes are built but only one installed due to space limitations.  Fredricks has said he is backing away from putting every CRITFC fish in the boxes, but he does want written protocols for what Whiteaker proposes as criteria.  Ament reported on the elephant trunk as well.  There were issues with the trunk connection to the box and the weight of the trunk.  Those issues are being resolved.  Fredricks said the trunk needs to be a larger diameter as well.  ACTION: Fredricks requested the orange chute be re-lined with new rubber.  Traylor said BON will take care of that.  The opening at the upstream end of the brail pool needs to be covered as well.  Ament reported on the fish bypass pipes.  Rerecich said the pipes are a few inches off the water and in some cases a wee bit submerged.  Lorz and Fredricks said it would be fine, and maybe preferred, to have the bypass pipes touching the water.  Rerecich added that the raw water booster pump has been configured to add water to the bypass pipes as well.  
6. B2 Orifices/B2 FGE. Medina provided a handout.  Fredricks and Lorz said they want to see the velocity testing results before going forward with the biological testing.  Medina explained that the biological testing is to see how fish react to the change in the recirculation pattern.  Rerecich said the TRD was not expected to reduce velocity but change the flow patterns.  Fredricks said he agreed to looking at the changes in flows/velocities/etc.  If changes are not showing a benefit then there would be no reason to release fish into the gatewells.  Rerecich said that understanding is correct, but that information is not yet available.  The data is too raw to provide to FFDRWG but once it is processed, it will be incorporated into the model.  Spring Creek fish are scheduled to be released starting 8 April.  Fredricks said he would expect USACE figured out a couple of indicator points in the model to determine locations in the gatewell to take direct measurements and see if they correlated to the model results.  If the results are what the model predicts, then we can reasonably assume it would be worthwhile to move forward with biological testing.  Fredricks said he is less concerned about the Spring Creek fish.  Lorz agreed that the hatchery fish tests are ok but look at those results before going forward with the river run fish testing.  Henrie said there is no information to give to the Region yet.  Fredricks would like professional judgment by the engineers to make a call on moving forward with biological testing.  Henrie said the contractor will provide the testing results by 5 April.  
7. JDA Configuration and Operation Plan. Medina provided a handout.  Permanent Top Spillway Weir (TSW). Construction is complete and ready for spill season.  
8. B2 Corner Collector. Medina provided a handout.  Medina reported that the repairs did not work.  There will be more detailed investigation after the B2CC is dewatered in the fall.  The leaking joints may or may not be rolled into this effort.   Fredricks and Lorz suggested this effort continuing to be funded through CRFM.  
9. Turbine Survival Program. Medina provided a handout.  
10. JDA South Count Station Lamprey Collection Structure. Medina provided a handout.  The trap installation is complete.  Lorz asked if there would Project personnel operating the hoist or if the tribes could do it.  Notes from Tackley indicate Tribal Staff will operate the hoist and will have the training needed to so safely.  
11. The Dalles East Adult Fish Ladder AWS Backup System. Medina provided a handout.  NWW is working on the DDR, under NWP’s guidance and direction.  The 30% DDR comment period closed.  Fredricks said he provided biological comments but Meyer would not be able to provide more detailed review at this time.  Fredricks stressed the importance of the biological preamble to clearly explain why screening is not required on this project yet irrigators and others are required to meet screening criteria.  Lee said the biological write-up will be re-written to be clear.  Fredricks said it is important to include the anticipated benefit to adults and the anticipated impacts on juvenile salmonids and lamprey.  He said the periodicity is important to include as well since this system isn’t expected to operate maybe once a decade.  Fredricks also noted there appears to be a lot of velocity and flow going through 90 degree bends.  Lee said Structures and Hydraulics will get together to discuss the calculations.  
12. Bonneville WA Shore Ladder Improvements. Richards provided a handout.  All construction is complete.  Waiting on two pumps from University of Idaho.  Univ. of Idaho has not provided a delivery date as yet.  The flow meter in the lamprey AWS pipe is not working properly but the contractor is still working on it.  Fredricks asked where the Univ. of Idaho pumps will be located in the same location as the old NOAA pumps.  Fredricks noted that all of the pumps used for the LPSs need to have the proper screening criteria.  Richards reported that the PIT tag antenna has been incorrectly run through galvanized steel conduit instead of PVC.  This will be corrected, hopefully, this week.   
13. Adult Salmon.  Richards provided a handout.  No extensive update.  
14. John Day North Ladder Improvements. Richards provided a handout.  Waiting for a lifting beam and AWS pump trashracks.  May is the estimated delivery date.  AWS pumps 1, 2, and 6 are running and maintaining criteria.  These are the pumps that have been doweled, which means the pump diffuser has been bolted down so it won’t shift.  There have been no failures since bolting as occurred; therefore only pumps that have been doweled are allowed to operate.   All pumps are expected to be doweled by the end of April.  Pump 4 may be completed this week.  UPDATE on JDA North ladder improvements.  ACTION: Tackley and N. Richards will coordinate the walk through date.  A walk through was conducted.  There was concern about whether or not the gratings were essentially bolted down.  The structural Engineer provided information that they are.
15. The Dalles Adult PIT Detection Alternatives Study. Richards provided a handout.
· PSMFC/Biomark Temporary PIT detector.  All is going well, so the PDT is looking at how to make it permanent.  At TDA-N, the detector was not installed square.  Warf explained Biomark has taken responsibility and will correct it at the next in-water work period.  Warf said it doesn’t affect the antenna performance but does affect aesthetics.  Fredricks said he would go out and check on it.  He also noted the downstream antenna at TDA-E creates a bit of a shadow.  Fredricks didn’t think it would be a problem for salmon but it might be an issue for lamprey.  
· Scope/path forward for DDR JDA.  Fredricks acknowledged JDA will be more difficult than TDA.  Warf said they are working on conceptual drawings and they are focused on the vertical slots.  
· Flow transitions may be needed.  
16. JSATS Transmitter Downsize. Eppard is out, so no update at this time.
17. Lamprey Minor Fishway Mods PDT.  Written update by Tackley, read by Rerecich.  ACTION: add BON Fisheries Andy Traylor to the PDT.  The PDT has made site visits to BON and TDA to scope out and discuss the potential minor fishway mods, ladder maintenance schedules, etc.   The purpose of this project is to complete many of the “hopper list” (relatively low risk, low cost) modifications that have been listed for each dam.  The original charter for this project suggested installation of diffuser plating at TDA and JDA in the first year (pending hydraulic review).  This was based on ladder availability, etc.  Following the site visits, discussion of the recent UI adult lamprey passage synthesis report, and considering the amount of design and contracting time remaining in the current fiscal year, the PDT recommends focusing on BON BI fishway.  The list of mods were briefly discussed with those in attendance.  Raising grates at BI to eliminate diffuser pools received mixed reviews.  Lamprey orifices was another item that generated mixed reviews.  Tackley noted that FFDRWG can expect short turnaround times.  Lorz said he is ok with the short turnaround times but he would like to see meetings to flesh out some details beforehand.  Fredricks and Lorz said they consider this a heads up since this will require a lot more discussion.  Rerecich said there is one more note- diffuser and plating designs will be largely lifted from other projects so FFDRWG can expect a “90%” review as soon as May 6.  
18. Bonneville WA Shore Fish Unit Trash Rake.  Stricklin provided a handout.  Design and VE study report is not available yet, however, the existing rake is more effective than originally thought.  Stricklin said an automated rake was not preferred by the Project nor the PDT.  Rehabilitating the manual rake was looked at.  A forebay berm/curtain was also looked at and this idea is being explored further.  Stricklin said the curtain would be about 10’ deep.  Fredricks asked where the berm would be.  Filan said 240’ upstream of the powerhouse and be about 90’in length.  Lorz asked if screen re-orientation has been looked at; moving them from in-line with the powerhouse to angled more in an effort to flush debris to Unit 18.  Stricklin said the screens were specifically placed when the project was designed.  Fredricks asked about modeling debris.  Stricklin said Ebner is the one who has the details but he said she said the debris of concern is the debris that comes in on the surface.  Stricklin said the raking schedule would also be looked at.  Modeling is expected to be completed by April.  The results will be put in the VE report.  Lorz asked about the consultation with lamprey.  Stricklin said lamprey isn’t driving the project, but whatever is done will not negatively impact lamprey.  
19. Avian Predation Actions.   Studebaker provided a handout.  
· Malheur Island- Fredricks reported this is on track for next year.  There will be additional predation work done.
· Summer Lake Island- two out of three are not bad.  Duchy will be removed this year.  The other two are fine.  
· S.F. Bay- San Francisco District continues to work this issue for NWP.  Fredricks is getting weekly updates on this situation.  Lorz suggested Fredricks get this in the next BiOp.  Fredricks said he heard that USACE is re-evaluating their role in avian predation across the board.
· Estuary monitoring.  Studebaker reported there will be weekly calls to get updates from the researchers.  Meeting notifications will be sent out.  Lorz asked if the meeting times could be changed to 30 minutes later or earlier.  The research includes cormorants and terns on East Sand Island and terns on the constructed islands.  The first meeting will be a detailed review of the planned research.  Fredricks expressed concern about the lack of dissuasion for cormorants at areas other than East Sand Island.  Lorz and Fredricks discussed the step-wise process needed before going to more permanent removal methods.  Lorz asked about model consistency; that the output is in the same currency- juveniles, lambda, or something else.  The BiOp is based on juvenile benefit so it would be helpful if the model showed benefits to juveniles as well.  
Next NWP FFDRWG Meeting:  06 June, 2013

